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What is ‘Forth Nature Counts’ and what wildlife 

sightings and records can I submit? 

Forth Nature Counts is a project within the Inner Forth Landscape 

Initiative (IFLI). It aims to promote, support and encourage wildlife 

recording of all sorts within the Inner Forth area from 2014 to 2018. As 

part of IFLI, Forth Nature Counts is supported by the National Lottery 

through the Heritage Lottery Fund and the IFLI partnership. Find out 

more at: www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk 

There are thousands of species of wildlife within the UK. Help to build 

a picture of wildlife throughout the Inner Forth by recording species 

that you are interested in, or that you see in places you visit and look 

after. Here are a few suggestions to help get you started: 

Unsure how to identify wildlife? Search 

the IFLI online events calendar for 

upcoming free workshops and events. 

 Amphibians 

 Birds 

 Fish 

 Fungi and Lichens 

 Invertebrates, for example bees and 

wasps, beetles, snails, spiders, butterflies 

and moths, dragonflies and damselflies, 

grasshoppers.  

 Mammals, for example bats, fox, badger, 

otter, pine marten, mice, squirrel, shrew, 

seals, dolphin and porpoise.  

 Mosses and Liverworts 

 Plants, for example in woodland, 

wetland, urban areas, meadows, the 

coast and agricultural areas. 

http://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk


Using the online Inner Forth Nature Counts  

 records form (without an iRecord account) 
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Using the online Inner Forth Nature Counts records form you can 

record sightings and upload photos of any species that you see. To 

submit a record:  

 Go to www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/enter-inner-forth-records 

 First tell us your name and contact details. 

 Then click on the ’What Did You see?’ tab to add a list of species 

and photographs of what you have seen.  

 Finally, click on the ‘Where Was It?’ tab to add location details 

using an interactive map, and submit your record. Easy! 

If you already have an iRecord account, records submitted through 

the Inner Forth Nature Counts records form will be added to your 

other records on iRecord.  

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/enter-inner-forth-records


Go to http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/ 

 Click on ‘Register’ on the home page. 

 Enter a user name, your e-mail address and your name. There is 

space to note these log in details on the back of this booklet. 

 Read and accept the Terms and Conditions. 

 You will be sent a verification e-mail to your e-mail address. Follow 

the link within the email to complete the set up of your account. 

 You can change your account details and edit your recording 

preferences at any time by clicking ‘My Account’ in the top right 

corner and selecting the ‘Edit’ tab.  

Creating your own iRecord account online 
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http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/


Once registered, log in to your account. There is space to note your 

username and password within the front cover of this booklet. 

 Choose ‘Activities’ from the ‘Record’ drop down menu 

 Click the ’Browse all activities’ tab then browse until you find the 

’Inner Forth Nature Counts’ form. Click on the gold star next to it to 

add it as a favourite.  

 The Inner Forth Nature Counts records form will now be available 

for you to use in the ‘Activities’ list from the ‘Record’ drop-down 

menu. 

Selecting the Inner Forth Nature Counts records 

form to use with your own iRecord account 
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Select the Inner Forth Nature Counts form from the ‘My forms’ list in 

the ‘Record’ drop-down menu. 

 Enter the date for the records and begin to add species to the  

form. Common or scientific names can be used. 

 

 

 

 

Submitting a record using the online Inner Forth 

Nature Counts records form 
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You can enter records of different groups such as plants, fungi, birds 

and invertebrates on the same form.  

Adding a photograph is easy and can make verification of records much 

easier. See page 12 for details of how records are verified. 

 

Submitting a record using the Inner Forth Nature 

Counts records form: uploading a photograph 
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Once you have added all the records for a single location on that date, 

select the ‘Where Was It?’ tab to enter a name for the site, then click 

the on the map to pinpoint the location. 

 Zoom in or keep clicking to get a 

higher resolution OS grid reference for 

for your records. 

 Then click the    

button at the bottom of the page to 

to upload your records. 

Submitting a record using the Inner Forth Nature 

Counts records form: adding the location 
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To view a map of all your records choose ‘My Records’ from the 

‘Explore’ drop-down menu.  

Your records will be visible as either blue boxes (before being verified) 

or blue circles (after being verified). 

 

Viewing your submitted records 
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Thank you for taking the time to record wildlife within the Inner Forth 

and submitting your records as part of Forth Nature Counts. 

Once you have submitted a record to iRecord using the Inner Forth 

Nature Counts records form, it undergoes a number of automated 

checks that have been developed by national recording schemes for 

NBN Record Cleaner.   

The automatic verification process highlights records outside the 

known places or times of year when the species is usually seen, and 

flags up species that are rare or difficult to identify. 

If your record is highlighted by the Record Cleaner you will receive a 

message on the home page when you log in with the option of editing 

the record or simply removing the message if you believe the details 

are correct. Please note that records highlighted by the automated 

verification rules are not necessarily incorrect! 

Your record will then be verified by an expert from the appropriate 

recording scheme.   If there is no photograph with your record, the 

expert verifier may contact you to ask for more information before 

confirming the sighting.  This is likely if the record is of a difficult to 

identify group or species. 

Once submitted and verified, all records will be added to the National 

Biodiversity Network (NBN) database. https://data.nbn.org.uk/. 

All iRecord users will be able to see records submitted through the 

Inner Forth Nature Counts records form, with the exclusion of records 

of certain protected species. 

What happens once I have submitted a record? 
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https://data.nbn.org.uk/




 

Help to increase knowledge 
of wildlife around the Inner 
Forth by volunteering to 
record species in your area.  

Looking to improve or refresh your nature ID 
skills?  A number of free workshops, walks 
and events will be held from 2015 -2018 
through the Inner Forth Landscape Initiative. 
Full details can be found on our website. 

www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk 

info@innerforthlandscape.co.uk 

01324 831 568 

 www.twitter.com/innerforth        

www.facebook.com/
innerforthlandscapeinitiative 

The IFLI partnership is working 

with others to deliver projects 

throughout the landscape: 

 


