
Tips for using iRecord more efficiently 

 

If you are using iRecord frequently then there are some methods you can use to make 
the process quicker and less repetitive, particularly when recording your Survey Walk 
data on the same site regularly. 
 
Creating An Account 

 

 If you haven’t already done so you should create an iRecord account. It’s free to 
do. Just go to the iRecord home page and click ‘Create new account’ near the top 
right corner. It will ask for some info when you register about who you are, your 
location etc. These details will be associated with your account and you will 
therefore be able to bypass the ‘About You’ section when generating records in the 
future. Once your account is up and running you can alter your details at any point 
by clicking the ‘My Account’ button and Edit your account.  
 

 
 

 
Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts upload form 
 

 In order for us to monitor the success of the Forth Nature Counts project we would 

like people to continue to use the Enter Inner Forth Records form. Now that 

you’ve created an account, you have two options for accessing the form.  

o One option is to log in to your account and then follow the usual web 
address to the form (http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/enter-inner-forth-
records). This will take you to the page and, since you’re logged in, the 
‘About You’ section will have disappeared. You could perhaps add the Enter 
Inner Forth Records form to your bookmarks/favourites so you’re not 
forever typing it in.  
 

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/enter-inner-forth-records
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/enter-inner-forth-records


o The second option is to add the form to your Activities. Log into your 
account then, at the top of the page, click ‘Record’ then select ‘Activities’ 
from the drop down menu. Select the ‘Browse all activities’ tab and search 
for “inner forth” in the search bar at the top. This will bring up an Activity 
called Inner Forth Nature Counts – enter a list of records. Click on the 
yellow star at the right of the page to add this to your own list of recording 
activities. The Inner Forth recording form will now be associated with your 
account. This means that whenever you want to generate records using the 
form, all you have to do is log in to your account, click ‘Record’, then click 
‘Activities’ and follow the link to the Inner Forth Nature Counts recording 
form. 

 

 
 

Creating Sites 
 

 The next thing you may wish to do is add your survey walk location to ‘My Sites’ . 
This allows you to save all of the information about a chosen location and call it up 
when required. Once this is set up, your site can be selected when you are entering 
the location of records (saving you the time of entering all of the info from 
scratch). To do this, click ‘Explore’ then select ‘My Sites’. On the right hand side, 
click ‘Create Site’. This will take you to a page very similar to the ‘Where Was It’ 
page on the Inner Forth form. First, name your site by entering something into the 
‘Site Name’ box. Then use the interactive map on the right to find a grid reference 
square for the centre of your chosen site. The next stage is up to you. You could 
either 
 

o Create one site called (e.g. ‘Black Devon’) and use the polygon tool (the third 
button from left and the top-right of the interactive map) to draw a 
boundary around the nature reserve. This will give you one general site that 
you can then fine-tune for each section of the survey walk. 
 

o A more efficient method might be to create a new ‘Site’ for each individual 
section of the walk. Follow the instructions above and use the grid 
references we provided you with for each section. You could label these 



‘Black Devon 1’, ‘Black Devon 2’ etc. This method will take a bit longer to set 
up initially but it will make things more straight-forward for future 
uploading. 

 

 
 

 Once you have added your chosen locations to ‘My Sites’, you can bring them up 
during the ‘Where Was It’ section of the Inner Forth recording form. In the 
‘Location’ box, start typing the name of your site and it should appear. Click it, and 
the grid ref etc. should enter automatically. As far as we’re aware, there is no way 
to save the Habitat type of your sites so you will have to enter this each time, if 
you choose to record this info. 

 

Locking information 
 

 In order to avoid entering the date multiple times, you can click the little padlock 
next to it. This will ‘lock’ the date and all subsequent records should automatically 
use this date until you unlock it. The same applies for every box that has a padlock 
next to it. 
 

 
 

Hope this is useful.  
IFLI Team 


